
 

 

ONTARIO PALLIATIVE CARE NETWORK: KEY MESSAGES JULY 2016 

 

• Hospice palliative care is a philosophy of care that aims to relieve suffering and improve the 
quality of both living and dying. It is tailored to a person’s needs and preferences.  

 

• Conversations about a person’s illness to understand their wishes, values and beliefs and their 
goals for future care are key to an integrated approach to hospice palliative care promoted by 
the Ontario Palliative Care Network (OPCN). These advanced care planning conversations and 
goals of care discussions should happen early rather than at the end of life, and should be 
ongoing as a person’s needs and preferences may change. 

 

• The former Hospice Palliative Care Provincial Steering Committee identified in October 2014 that 
significant gaps existed in how the delivery of hospice palliative care was organized across the 
province.  A need for a formalized provincial network with clear accountability to drive the 
delivery of quality coordinated hospice palliative care was identified. 

 

• In March 2016, the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care (the Ministry) announced the 
creation of the Ontario Palliative Care Network (OPCN). This initiative aligns with the Ministry’s 
strategy to prioritize greater patient choice in hospice palliative and end-of-life care as 
highlighted in its Patients First: A Roadmap to Strengthen Home and Community Care. 

 

• The OPCN is an organized partnership of community stakeholders, health service providers and 
health systems planners responsible for the development of a coordinated, standardized 
approach to the delivery of hospice palliative care services in the province. It is accountable to 
the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care. 

 

• While the LHINs and CCO co-chair the OPCN executive, leadership responsibility is shared with 
Health Quality Ontario (HQO) and the community is represented via the Quality Hospice 
Palliative Care Coalition of Ontario. These partners have been chosen to lead this network 
because collectively, they have the skills, knowledge, resources and reach to provide the 
leadership, practical knowledge, oversight and governance to deliver on the mandate of the 
network.  

 

• The OPCN’s mandate is to: 



 

 

o Act as the principal advisor to government for quality, coordinated hospice palliative 
care in Ontario 

o Be accountable for quality improvement initiatives, data and performance 
measurement and system level co-ordination of hospice palliative care in Ontario 

o Support regional implementation of high-quality, high-value hospice palliative care 

 

• With the assistance of the regional stakeholders and partners, some important foundational 
work has already begun. 

 

• Partnership and community engagement will continue to be the keys to success. The hospice 
palliative care communities across the province are the foundation and cornerstone to drive a 
more seamless and integrated hospice palliative care system. Working together, we will make a 
difference in improving hospice palliative care services for Ontarians.  
 

• The work and partnership of the OPCN will continue to enable more person-centred and 
accessible care for all Ontarians, across all care settings.  
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