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DESCRIPTION 

Please use the following when describing the Ontario Palliative Care Network: 

The Ontario Palliative Care Network (OPCN) is an organized partnership of community stakeholders, 
health service providers and health systems planners. Together we will develop a coordinated, 
standardized approach to high-quality, sustainable and person-centred hospice palliative care for all 
Ontarians, regardless of age or disease type. The OPCN was launched in March 2016 and is guided by 
the report Advancing High Quality, High Value Palliative Care in Ontario: The Declaration of 
Partnership and Commitment to Action.   

BACKGROUNDER 

IDENTIFYING THE GAPS IN PALLIATIVE CARE IN ONTARIO  

For many years, Ontario has faced a number of challenges in ensuring equitable, integrated access to 
quality hospice palliative care. 

Hospice palliative care has been characterized by inadequate support for caregivers, a lack of 
accountability for the delivery of this care and a lack of integration across the system. These gaps 
were identified repeatedly in reports such as Advancing High Quality, High Value Palliative Care in 
Ontario: A Declaration of Partnership and Commitment to Action (the Declaration) the 2014 Annual 
Report of the Office of the Auditor General of Ontario, and Parliamentary Assistant John 
Fraser’s Palliative and End-of-Life Care Provincial Roundtable Report.  

BUILDING THE FOUNDATIONS FOR A PROVINCIAL PALLIATIVE CARE NETWORK 

The groundwork for provincial changes in hospice palliative care began in December 2011, when 
more than 80 stakeholder groups from across Ontario collaborated to formulate and issue the 
Declaration. The goal was to enable a system that puts the patient and their family at the core of 
every decision we make in this area of care. This declaration serves as the foundation for the Ontario 
Palliative Care Network (OPCN). 

Recognizing the persistent gaps in hospice palliative care, in October 2014, the former Hospice 
Palliative Care Provincial Steering Committee tasked CCO and the Local Health Integration Networks 
(LHINs) with developing a business plan to create a new provincial structure for hospice palliative 
care. Building on the work of the Hospice Palliative Care Provincial Steering Committee (HPC PSC), 
the HPC PSC Clinical Council and the working groups, the business plan proposed the creation of a 
formalized provincial network with clear accountability to drive the delivery of quality coordinated 
hospice palliative care in Ontario.  

http://hpco.ca/HPCO_Advancing_High_Quality,_High_Value_Report.pdf
http://hpco.ca/HPCO_Advancing_High_Quality,_High_Value_Report.pdf
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http://hpco.ca/HPCO_Advancing_High_Quality,_High_Value_Report.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/public/programs/palliative/pdf/palliative_report.pdf


 

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ONTARIO PALLIATIVE CARE NETWORK  

In March 2016, the OPCN was officially launched. It introduces a new governance structure for 
hospice palliative care accountable to the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, under the 
leadership of the Local Health Integration Networks (LHINs), CCO, Health Quality Ontario, and 
Quality Hospice Palliative Care Coalition of Ontario. 

The OPCN is a partnership of community stakeholders, health service providers and health systems 
planners who are developing a coordinated, standardized approach for delivering hospice palliative 
care services in the province. Building on the Declaration as the foundation, the role of the OPCN is 
to ensure implementation of the identified priorities at both the provincial and regional levels. This 
work will support and align with the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care’s Patients First: A 
Roadmap to Strengthen Home and Community Care, which highlights a commitment to improved 
access and equity in hospice palliative and end-of-life care at home and in the community.  

THE BENEFITS TO ONTARIANS  

The OPCN will provide the following benefits: 

• High-quality care: Every Ontarian will receive hospice palliative care that is based on the 
best science and focused on the best outcomes.  

 
• Sustainable: Public health care for future generations will be protected through 

measurement and continuous improvement of outcomes and value. 
 
• Accessible: Every Ontarian will have access to a healthcare provider in a timely fashion. This 

applies equally to everyone regardless of income level, location or health status. 
 
• Continuous: Care received at one point in time from one provider will be coordinated with 

the care received at other times, as people move from one part of the system to another.  
 

• Person-centred: Individuals and families will be involved in developing their care plans and 
have the information they need to help them make informed decisions about care. These 
plans take into account their quality of life, care goals and personal and cultural preferences 
and wishes. 
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