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So much is changing every day in our region with many individuals and groups committed to 
improving services and access to hospice and palliative care. We hope that this regional 
roundup will be a place to exchange information and keep everyone up-to-date as we work 
together over the coming months to launch a South East Regional Palliative Care Network. 

 
  
Taking Stock Event  
Successes - Gaps – Opportunities - Priorities 
With the changing provincial landscape, the Hospice and 
Palliative Care Steering Committee recognized the need to 
“Take Stock” of the palliative care work currently underway 
here in the South East. On June 20, over 40 people from across 
our region participated in a full day working session designed 
to take stock of what we’re already doing to work towards the 

OPCN vision and start to align our regional efforts.  
  
In anticipation of provincial deliverables and accountability measures the working session identified the 
regional priorities that will focus our collective efforts over the next two years. The “Taking Stock” 
recommendations for achievable priorities will be brought to the Hospice and Palliative Care Steering 
Committee for approval shortly. Stay tuned for an update in the next bulletin. 

  
Looking for regional patient and family 
representation  
At the “Taking Stock” event many attendees expressed the need to 
include the patient and family voice in current projects, on the 
Steering Committee and as part of the South East Regional Palliative 
Care Network. Help us ensure that all areas of the region have input 
into this important initiative.  If you or someone you know is 
interested in being a patient representative to contribute to the 
development of the network and guide improvements in palliative 

care services for our patients and families, please contact Lisa Callahan 613-549-6666 x 4114 | 
callahl1@kgh.kari.net  with your suggestions. 
  
Ontario Palliative Care Network (OPCN) update 
OPCN is developing an accountability and performance management structure that will support the 
regions to report on the progress they are making to improve palliative care and enable timely access 
for patients and families who need it. With the new accountability structure each region will have 
performance measures and targets attached to their regional performance. 
  
What is next for us in the South East? 
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While OPCN is undertaking the important work to set up measurement systems, reporting structures 
and processes, here in the South East, we are focused on: 

•        Filling key positions - a network lead and clinical lead will be in place shortly to support the work 
for our region 

•        Establishing a South East Regional Palliative Care Network (SERPCN) by March 2017 

A temporary SERPCN web page has been set up as a resource for those who need more information on 
OPCN and the SERPCN. 

What is OPCN? 
Officially launched in March 2016 the OPCN is a partnership of community stakeholders, health service 
providers and health systems planners who are developing a coordinated, standardized approach for 
delivering palliative care services in the province. For more information please see the OPCN webpage.  
  
In the news 
  
Local partnership to improve access to palliative care 
Kingston team chosen to participate in the extra program 
http://cancercaresoutheast.ca/local-partnership-improve-access-palliative-care 
  
Ontario Strengthening Access to End-of-Life Care 
Province Announces Funding Increase to Hospices as Part of $75 Million Investment 
https://news.ontario.ca/mohltc/en/2016/06/ontario-strengthening-access-to-end-of-life-care.html 
  
New program delivers overnight care for the dying in Southwestern Ontario 
Howard Pastrick died in his daughter’s home surrounded by family. 
http://windsorstar.com/news/local-news/new-program-delivers-overnight-care-for-the-dying-in-
southwestern-ontario 
  
Innovations in palliative care could improve access for Canadians 
A chronic shortage of palliative care services across the country could be alleviated through innovations 
in training across the health care spectrum, according to a leading Canadian palliative care doctor. 
http://globalnews.ca/news/2747577/innovations-in-palliative-care-could-improve-access-for-
canadians/ 
  
You have received this email as an identified stakeholder in Palliative Care in our region. If you believe 
you should not be receiving these emails please contact Lisa Callahan 613-549-6666 x 4114 | 
callahl1@kgh.kari.net  to be removed from further bulletins and communication.  
  
If there are individuals involved in providing services to patient and families in South Eastern Ontario 
who should be included in our communication please ask them to contact Lisa Callahan 613-549-6666 x 
4114 | callahl1@kgh.kari.net. 
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